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PREFACE. 


♦ 


At no previous General Election have political cartoons been used so freely, both *as 
It allots and posters, as during- the one just concluded. 


The fact that both sides have made so large a use of pictorial attacks, arguments, 
ami* appeals, shows that the picture has come to have a practical value in political warfare" 


We make no apology, therefore, for publishing in a collected form the caribous and# 
sketches which appeared in the ‘‘Westminster Gazette/’ the “Westminster Budget,” and 
“ Picture Politic*,” immediately before and during the General Election of 1900. 


Some of them, particularly the one entitled “ Political Slimness,” were reproduced in 


colour* and issued as Liberal Posters. Although intended to nrfln 


iice 


tne public mind, 


vo venture in think that they are none of- 


them offensive to our political opponents .or < 


out of harmony with the ethics olVT . . 

^^iair fighting. 


I \u Oiurtc ijy Review ” in its October number expresses the opinion that our 
4 I\ (\ GA was a little too savage towards the end of the electoral struggle^ „ 
in; ( in the same article Mr Chamberlain is severely rebuked for the methods which he 
lt o<] in dealing with hts opponents, “ F. C G.” may reasonably excuse himself by 

ph ading that it wtm the “dog” and not the eaneaturist that grew savage. 

;ihe fit Six cartoons in the collection deal with the looming of the General Election 
on tiu political horizon. According to popular rumour there was a strong desire on the 

part of <ome of the members of the Cabinet to dissolve Parliament and appeal to the 

louniry in the Autumn, a desire which was supposed to be resisted by others who dis- 

* 

bleed, as 1 .< .>-tl Beuconsiield disliked, lo snatch a party advantage cut of a national 
occasion, or. to use Lord Beaconslield's own words, "to dissolve merely with the object 
() t gaining an advantage at the polls due to transitory circumstances.” But whatever 
truth there may have been in these rumours, the “ pushful'’ party had their way, 
the Khaki pot was set boiling, and the Dissolution took place. The one issue," it was 
dii'kiml, was the war All other questions were to be subordinated, and as for inquiries 
into ■»ec!i details \hc conduct of the war, Mr. Brodrick- said “Hush!" ^Everything 



PrF! Ml, 


111 . 


would fcfe inquired into when the Election was over. From the Liberal point of view 

this * appeared like sheltering behind the victorious figure of Lord Roberts, and the poin 

*is illustrated by the cartoon “Political Slimness,” in which Loid Sahsbtuy, Mr. Balfour, 

Mr. Chamberlain, Lord Lansdowne, Mr. Goschcn, and Sir Matthew White Ridley are 
M 

represented taking advantage of ‘‘ cover." 1 he same point is accentuated in the picture 
of Lord Salisbury afloat with Mr. Chamberlain in a Khaki hat, whilst another represents 
all the Ministers in the dressing-inom getting into the popular uniform before going on 
the stage. 


Ofl the other side wc see Lord Rosebery hurrying down the steps of the slip to get 

* o , , 

into tlfe Liberal boat before it sails out to face the storm. Several of the following 

% 

cartoons deal with Mr Chamberlain's Election speeches and his method of winning votes 

by imputing, to put it mildly, a lack of patriotism to his opponents. But after the 

% 

'“dog” had ramped round biting people, Mr. Balfour appears as the consoler with a 
timely.«display of graceful manners. 




bv the Mayor of Mafeking’s words, which played so large 
posters on the Unionist side, became crystallised is exhibited 


a 

in 


part m speeches and 
a drawing of some 


historical tapestry discovered at Bradford. 


.After the election was over, further political slimness is shown in the retiituneni oi 
Ministers to the hills carrying the votes winch they had looted from the electorate. 


Another cartoon illustrates the peculiar fact that whilst the General Election here has 
been fought in Khaki by the Government, in tin Ameiioan Presidential Election Mr. 
McKinley is just as anxious to get rid of his Khaki emit as Mr. (Iiamherlain was to put 

hisr on. 


* Amongst 
Indian/ 5 and 


the remainin 


o'" ^cSptoons three— 41 1 he cupboai 


“Such a surprise are reproduced again, as 


<1 warn 0 “ Lo 
they figured largely 


the poor 


amongst 


the literature with which the Liberals fought their battle. 
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During the General Election campaign Majuba and Khaki were the favourite “red herrings 
candidates to throw voters off the scent of the Government’s blunders. 
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XVI. —HORRIBLE EXAMPLES. 




WAS SO YOUNG. IT.— THAT “BLESSED” -WORD. 
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XVIII.— HIDING THE CORPSE. 



[Westminster Gazette, October 1, 1900 ] 


XIX.— THE KHAKI KIT. 
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[Westminster Gazette, October 3, 1900.] 
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XXI IT — CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION. 
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XXVI.— THE* FROG AND THE BULL. 
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[Westminster Gazette, October 10, 1900,] 





HIS DEPARTMENTAL MANNER. II.— THE MAD DOG AND THE MAN 





XXXI. — “ EVERY CONFIDENCE, BUT 
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XXXIII.— THE DECORATIONS AND' T^E BIEL. 
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[Westminster Gazette, OctoOei 24, 1900.] 



« 

The Old-Age Pensions Commission, in their report, recommended no specific plan. The result was that 
the Commission had no positive result whatever. 


OM Mother Hubbard went to the cupboaid* 

To fetch her poor dog a bone j 

But when she got theie the cupboard was bare? 

And so the poor dog had none, § 


* The Aged Poor Pensions Commission. t Pensions tor Aged Persons. t Nothing specific. $ Just what he might have expected. 


[This Cartoon, toge'thei with the three following ones, was largely used by the Liberals in poster and leaflet form during the General 
Election contests.] 


[Westminster Gazette, January, 1898.] 




[Westminster Gazetie, July 3b, 1900.] 
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XLII. — THE INFANT JOSEPH. 



XLIII.— CAUSE FOR JEALOu 
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me still on sale. Applications to bo made to the pubhsht-i, Wlsiminsitr Ga?fi ri Oiilce, Tudor-fetiett, E.O, * 
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